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prematurely bald, good-natured Prince Louis of Hesse, son
and heir of the aged Grand Duke. Fritz had crossed to
England for the ceremony which took place in the dining-
room at Windsor, since the Queen refused to expose herself
to any but the Family. She invested the affair with all the
harrowing circumstances of a nightmare funeral. Oceans of
tears were shed. The cowed bridegroom was entirely
shattered by the dismal scene. The bride was dismissed in
no frame of mind for a honeymoon. But the coming of Alice
to make her home in Germany, and within comparatively
easy visiting distance, was a great joy to the Crown Princess.
Her isolation was no longer such a real thing. She was not
the only English wife among these strange people. That
she was a Prussian, not an English, wife and that it was
her task to identify herself with her husband's race, never to
the end of her days became apparent to the eldest daughter
of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert.
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In the Prussian Reichstag trouble was stirring. As the
year grew older it blew up into a fierce tempest. Grief and
child-bearing took the attention of the Princess Royal from
the political scene. When, toward the autumn, she did turn
in that direction, she experienced a shock. Her father-in-law
no longer appeared as the Liberal sovereign. A grim old
junker was demanding from the representatives of his
people a vast sum of money to remodel the army, to which
as a simple officer he had devoted his life. Behind him the
generals and the feudal landowners ranged themselves
against the people with traditional scorn. The Reichstag
defied the King! To what purpose could the reorganized
Prussian Army be put ? They could suggest a better use for
the nation's money. There was a man in Paris who believed
he knew how to handle a super-Prussian Army and King
William I knew of that man. He dismissed the Reichstag.
He was going to rule as he intended in spite of his people.
He scorned the oath to the Constitution of 1848 that lie had